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ORDINARY  TIME – Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – Insert - #247 (Make Me A Captive, Lord) 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
 Gracious God, I am harassed by the idea that I need to become 
something or someone more.  I am not certain what the more is 
that I need to become.  In fact, the more which I need to become 
seems to shift over time.  When I achieve what I thought was the 
more I needed to become, I am harassed again by the need to 
become yet another something more.  This striving is endless, and 
I have spent what seems like most of my life seeking to assuage 
this need.  I think this striving originates from a conclusion 
reached when I was younger, the conclusion being that I am not 
enough.  As difficult as it is to acknowledge the truth of this 
conclusion, I am thinking the fact is that in the eyes of someone, 
or maybe many persons, I was not enough—not enough to ease 
their pain, or remove their suffering, or fill their emptiness, or 
satisfy their longing.  As a child I would have assumed their 
distress was my fault. My fear of the discomfort of “knowing” this 
keeps me from re-examining both this conclusion and the 
assumption on which it is based, and so I keep striving to be more. 
 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
 Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 9:38-50 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – Insert - #320 (Thou Life Within My Life) 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
 
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – Insert - #318 (Let My Life Be Hid in Thee) 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle B for October 7, 2018 
Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Psalm 26; Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16 

 
F.Y.I. 
 Next Sunday is world Wide Communion Sunday, and we will 
celebrate the Lord’s Supper. 
 $33.00 has been sent to the Hunger Fund of our Presbytery.  
Most of that was in pennies. Thank you for your help.  Remember:  
“Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give your 
pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger Fund.  
A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 Information from the California Council of Churches on the 
November 6th ballot propositions is on the table in the coffee 
room.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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Ordinary Time Following Pentecost 
 One way to think about Ordinary Time Following Pentecost is to 
see it as a time in life when we finally come to terms with something 
being true of us which actually is true of us. I am thinking here of 
accepting something as true or allowing it to be true. I am not 
talking about a truth that tells us something is wrong with us, which 
is not a truth but a judgment. I am talking about things being true in 
terms of what happened to us or didn’t. All of us have been the 
victims of other people’s innocence, or malice, or stupidity, or fear, 
or emptiness, or pain, or longing, etc., which resulted in their being 
present with us or absent from us in certain ways. What occurred 
may have been done consciously, but mostly, I think, not. Things 
happened to us or didn’t, were done to us or were not, and we have 
needed to cope with either what occurred or what didn’t. 
 These are the truths that in some way need to be owned and 
absorbed, and the feelings that accompany them need to be 
allowed, so that the life we have in the present can make sense to 
us, and we can explain ourselves to ourselves without judgment and 
with compassion. What makes this difficult is that such an 
acknowledgment is accompanied by uncomfortable feelings like 
pain, or sadness, or disappointment, or shame (this list is suggestive 
and not exhaustive). Also, the acknowledging of these truths is 
usually framed in fault, as in: How could we have let such things 
happen or not happen. We do not often open to these truths 
because the faulting can be withering, and the feelings that come 
with the truth are or can be daunting. 
 The alternative to knowing truths like this is to suppress the 
truth, generally by being distracted from it, something which is 
understandable. Suppression, however, erodes our life from within 
since it puts us at odds with ourselves, and the effort it requires 
wears us out. The compassion God offers us does not take away 
what occurred or did not occur to us, but allows us to let it in and 
accept it. And, the compassion brings forgiveness, forgiveness that 
our life is as it is. It also brings a particular kind of peace that comes 
through owning the events that contributed to making the life we 
have what it is. 

[Jim Robie, 9-28-18] 
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Ordinary Time – 19th Sunday after Pentecost 

(Mark 9:38-50) 
In our time “demons” belong to the television and movie world 

of special effects, but at the time the Bible was written demons 
were part of everyday life. The Greek word translated as “demon” 
refers to “a daemonic being or supernatural spirit of a bad nature.” 
In our time this concept is not very useful. In order to recover the 
“everyday” reality of demons we need to internalize the concept 
and use the language of psychology to elaborate it. The American 
Heritage Dictionary defines a demon [noun form] as “a persistently 
tormenting person, force or passion.” To this can be added the 
following ideas about demons from the New Testament: in Greek 
the word demon refers to what annoys and harasses us, generally 
by slandering us (making false statements about us), thereby 
impeding us from living our life. Special effects people depict 
demons as objective creatures. However, they are internal; and 
internally demons are an activity that operates as part of our 
personality which persistently torments us, thereby annoying and 
harassing us and disrupting our life by encouraging us to believe 
things about ourselves which are not true. 

To illustrate how a demon forms, let’s remember that young 
children have a difficult time telling the difference between the 
inner world and the outer world because their minds are not 
developed enough to tell the difference. In the child’s mind, what 
happens in the world is all about them. So, if parents are stressed 
or distressed for some reason, and because of that are unable to 
respond to the child’s needs, the child will draw the conclusion that 
there is something wrong with him/herself and that is why no one 
is attending to him/her. As the child grows older he/she will 
internalize this conclusion and will draw implications from it, like: 
“I am a person of no importance, someone not worthy of 
attention.” This conclusion will be reinforced by what the child 
notices in his/her environment—things that are said to him/her, 
the tone of voice people use when around him/her, how he/she is 
treated, the looks on people’s faces and their demeanor toward 
the child. Since it is all about the child, and the child cannot take 

contexts into account, over time the “conclusion” that “there is 
something wrong with me and I am of no importance and not 
worthy of attention” will come to be “the TRUTH” about the child, 
even though there is no truth in it at all. A conclusion like this 
ultimately is relegated to the child’s unconscious where it continues 
to inform the child about his/her own life and will influence the child 
by apprising the child about what he/she can do, expect, need and 
want. Because all of this is in the unconscious and out of awareness, 
the child does not perceive this influence. As the child grows older 
its life will be a mystery to it since the child will be unable to explain 
what it does or does not do, the decisions made or not made, or the 
difficulties their life contains. To live with a “truth” like this hidden 
inside, to have it exert influence on our thinking and feeling and 
acting, is to be “possessed by a demon.” 

The work God does, and the disciples are to do, is to cast out 
demons. “Cast out” means to throw out from the place where 
something resides or originates. God takes a conclusion like “there 
is something wrong with me and that is why I’m not important or 
worthy of attention,” and ejects it from the unconscious where it 
resides and lies hidden, and then moves it into conscious 
awareness. This is known as “uploading the unconscious.”  

The caution in this text is to not be a “stumbling block” that gets 
in the way of this work of bringing what lies in the unconscious to 
awareness, in ourselves and in others, and especially in “little ones,” 
i.e. people who are just learning how to interact with this disclosing 
that God orchestrates. The word translated as “stumbling block” is 
a word meaning “to entrap” in the sense of “trip up,” something we 
could accomplish by “enticing” others to keep their demons buried 
in the unconscious and therefore out of awareness. 

The familiar English translation of the Greek in this text is 
particularly unhelpful in that it tells us to “cut off” or “tear out” [in 
the sense of separate from] whatever about us entraps and entices 
ourselves and others. In the 20th and 21st centuries a lot of work has 
been done on the interior life, and we have learned that separating 
from anything in our interior will cause it to intensify and increase. 
The Greek, however, can be translated in a way that allows us to 
use what we have learned about the interior. We might translate 



the Greek in this way—If the way we have power and use power 
[what the word “hand” refers to] entices ourselves and others 
away from this disclosing, or if the way we walk or go through life 
[what the word “foot” refers to] does so, or if the way we look at 
life or see life [what the word “eye” refers to] does so, it would be 
wise/prudent to work at understanding the way we use our power, 
go through life or look at life. It would be wise/prudent to 
continuously chip away at uncovering why separating from our 
own interior is so attractive to us. Otherwise we will be perpetually 
preoccupied with whatever we use to distract ourselves from our 
own life, things which will ultimately end up being “garbage” [the 
reference is to “hell,” actually the Greek word is Gehenna, which is 
a garbage dump outside of Jerusalem.].  We will be caught in a way 
of life characterized by “unremitting corruption” [this is the idea 
conveyed by linking the Greek words for “worm” and “fire”; 
unremitting corruption refers to our honesty and integrity being 
persistently destroyed from within because of our preoccupation 
with what distracts us from what is true of us]. 

The words in the text are colorful and dramatic, which makes it 
difficult for us to understand what the author intended to 
communicate. However, the intent here is simple: to not be a 
“stumbling block;” that is, to not get in the way of our getting to 
know our own demons, and other’s getting to know their demons. 
If we “get in the way” we will remain under the influence of our 
demons, and others will remain under the influence of their own 
demons. We live in a culture that encourages us to not consider our 
demons, to ignore how we are harassed and troubled by them, and 
instead to be uplifting, positive and strive to get beyond what 
besets us. However, to walk with God is to be someone who pays 
attention to the struggles we all have with demons, seeking to 
understand our demons and eventually to find their usefulness. 
This sympathetic understanding of our own demons is the wages a 
person receives for assisting in the work of casting out demons, 
their own and those of other people. Anyone who assists such work 
(the uploading of the unconscious), no matter in whose name they 
do it (that is, how they do it), does the work of God, and will not be 
denied the wages or rewards such service deserves. 

The internal environment that God builds in us, where who and 
what we are is welcomed and accepted with greater compassion 
and less judgment, provides an internal space where engaging 
demons is possible. Working with demons is like being “salted with 
fire” [both words are used in their figurative sense]. When our own 
internal judgment is diminished, the encounter with demons adds a 
sharp liveliness to our lives, and such liveliness is good in the sense 
of being useful by bringing us more life. However, it is important to 
be prudent about these matters: it is intelligent and wise to explore 
what possesses us, but it is not helpful to be consumed by what 
possesses us. When we are consumed by what possesses our lives 
we become “salt-less,” a translation of a Greek word meaning 
“insipid, i.e. dull, lacking flavor and zest.” The idea is to “…be at 
peace with one another…,” that is, with the many aspects of who 
we are, including out demons. The idea in “peace” is that we join 
with our demons in the sense of relate to them and talk with them, 
rather than erase them or be consumed by them. 

[Jim Robie, 9-28-18, 18th after Pentecost, Cycle B, Mark 9:38-50] 


